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minister, Riccio, the friend and confidant of the right wing
and the fascists, threatened to resign alone. This made
possible a compromise, on the afternoon of the 26th, after
a meeting lasting from six till seven, by which ministers did
not resign but placed their portfolios ' at the disposal of
the premier, so that he could examine the situation with
greater freedom 5. At one in the morning on the zjth
Bianchi described the situation to Mussolini by telephone
and received the reply, c No change in decisions taken.5
The cabinet met again on the syth and after a three hour
discussion, ending at 7.30, it resigned. At the same time,
since it was known that the fascist mobilization had begun,
various measures, planned in advance, were decided upon,
and after midnight the military authorities were put in
charge. The resignation of the cabinet made things worse
and still further weakened the government, which was giving
up its authority at the very moment when it should most
vigorously have asserted it. The right-wing parties wanted
to prevent the march on Rome by forming a coalition under
Salandra and getting it accepted by exploiting the fascist
menace : the tactics that had succeeded in 1914. All the
conservative and liberal papers, from the Corriere della Sera
to the Giornale d* Italia, demanded a c strong government9
in which the fascists should have a share. The Idea Nazionale,
a nationalist paper, openly called for an extra-parliamentary
solution of the crisis. cFacta/ wrote this paper, c has shown
that he understood the needs of the moment by handing
in the resignation of the cabinet without waiting for the
result of a vote in parliament. But the resignation of the
cabinet is not enough. . . . The solution of the present
crisis cannot come through parliament. It was not caused
by any shifting of parliamentary forces, but by a revulsion
of conscience in the country and the maturing of fresh
energies that have been waiting to break out at any moment.'
Meanwhile negotiations and manoeuvring continued. Or-
lando and the prefect, Lusignoli, went to Cavour to see
Giolitti, whose eightieth birthday was being celebrated.
After his agreement with Mussolini, d'Annunzio had
become rather dubious about going to Rome on November 4;x
1 P. 271.

